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statistics referring to these does not by any means
denote an increase in the prevalence of the diseases; it
may merely mean that some of the submerged cases,
which before were treated by home specifics, by
unqualified practitioners, or not at all, have been lifted
into daylight. Venereal disease has rightly been
called the " hidden plague," and, so far as reliable
statistics are concerned, it appears likely that even its
approximate dimensions may remain obscured for some
time to come. The figures available relative to the
attendance at clinics suggest that the diseases are now
abating to a considerable extent.

The provision for dealing with venereal disease
available at the Voluntary Homes has been noted
already. It is not very large, and the efforts made to
treat really serious cases are insignificant. This is as
it should be, since the work of these Homes is not
hospital work; it is more concerned with the develop-
ment of character, and the guarding of the individual
from spiritual dangers than with the care of the
physically afflicted. Certain notable exceptions there
are, as, for example, the Home for young children
afflicted with venereal disease to which we referred in
a previous chapter, but the treatment of these diseases,
at least in their more acute stages, falls more naturally
within the province of the hospitals, hospital clinics
and Poor Law Infirmaries.

There are at present many obstacles in the way of
the satisfactory handling of known or suspected cases
of venereal disease. Women who are in the hands of
rescue workers and being helped in other ways are
usually found to be amenable to the suggestion that
they should be medically examined, particularly when
it is pointed out to them that the conditions of
admission to a Home demand it; medical examination,
however, cannot be enforced: there are certain
objections to the proposal that compulsory examination
should be sanctioned by law, as there are also to the